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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

	To achieve a Pass grade the evidence must show the learner is able to:
	To achieve a Merit grade the evidence must show the learner is able to:
	To achieve a Distinction grade the evidence must show the learner is able to:

	Pass 1 - Identify the purpose of four different business organisations
	Merit 1 - Contrast the ownership of two different business organisations
	Distinction 1 – Evaluate how a business organisation has responded to changes in the business environment

	Pass 2 – Describe the different types of business ownership, linking this to the size and scale of four different organisations
	
	

	Pass 3 - Explain how business are classified using local and national examples
	Merit 2: Compare areas of growth or decline in the primary, secondary and tertiary classifications of business activities
	

	Pass 4 – Outline the role of government in creating the business climate
	
	

	Pass 5: Explain the characteristics of the local business environment
	
	


Assessment tasKs
You are an Education Officer at the Council for Education and your Line Manager has asked you to prepare a series of report and articles which will be included in a Business Studies Magazine.
You will use information which you have obtained from a range of secondary sources about four different business organisations and the role of the government in creating the business environment.  You may include images, diagrams and charts in the documents you prepare in order that they are attractive to the students who will be using them.
Task One: 
BUSINESS PURPOSE
Start date: tbd 





Submission: tbd

Your first task is to create a report with a glossary of terms to help the students understand that different businesses have different purposes, sizes, scale and types of ownership. In the report, you will also have to demonstrate that despite them being different, they also share some similarities. 
Activity 1 Your Business Directory must have a glossary which explains the 4 business terms, Purpose, Size, Scale, and types of Ownership in some detail.  [P1, P2]
Activity 2

Create a report which describes four contrasting business organisations as indicated in the Table A below. To provide a contrast in your assignment, select two businesses from each group as distributed above.
Table A

	Group One
Group Two

Sole Trader
Cooperative

Partnership
Franchise

Voluntary Organisations
Public Limited Company


Private Limited Company


Note that four organisations should be chosen, each should be of a different type and the selection should also cover different sizes and scale.
For each organisation you are expected to:

· Set the scene by writing an introduction to and a history of the organisation.  
· Describe the purpose, size and scale of the organisation. [P1]
· Describe the ownership of the organisation, making reference to how size and scale affect the type of ownership. [P2]
Remember to support any assertions with evidence obtained from your secondary research, for example, company websites and news articles.  You may also use images to brighten up your report. 
How you may organise your work:
· Introduction to and history of company
· Purpose  -  describe the reasons why these business exists; e.g. what they do and/or sell
· Sector e.g. private sector, public sector, not for profit, voluntary

· Size; e.g. labour size, turnover

· Scale; e.g. Local, National, International, Regional  
· Ownership and relate this to the size and scale of the business – e.g. sole trader; partnership; limited companies; charity; franchises; co-operatives. Explain the advantages and disadvantage of the ownership structure.
Activity 4

For two of the companies described above, contrast the type of ownership and purpose. Again, you will need to use evidence to support your assertions. [M1]
Note: The two businesses must have a different purpose and ownership

Assessment criteria:

Pass 1: Identify the purpose of four different business organisations
Pass 2: Describe the different types of ownership, linking this to the size and scale of four different organisations
Merit 1: Contrast the ownership of two different business organisations
Distinction 1: Evaluate how a business organisation has responded to changes in the business environment
Task Two: 
CLASSIFICATION OF Business Activities
Start date: tbd 





Submission: tbd

Your Line Manager now wants you to write an article for the Business Studies Magazine to help students understand how businesses are classified by the activities they conduct as part of their day-to-day operations.  The article needs to be extended to show how the various business sectors have grown and declined over time and how local businesses trade in the local business environment.
Activity 1

Using the table below, or similar, create a report that describes the ways in which business activities are classified i.e. primary, secondary and tertiary.  For each sector, you are expected to describe each sector and give generic examples of industries in each sector.  You will also be expected to give real examples of local and national businesses and explain why they qualify for the sector. [P3]
How you may structure your work:
Definition of:

· Primary sector, giving with generic examples

· Define Secondary sector giving generic examples

· Define Tertiary sector giving generic examples

Complete table below
	
	Local examples
	National examples

	Primary Sector
	Example – organisation name
	Example – organisation name 

	
	How does example qualify?
	How does example qualify?

	Secondary Sector
	Example – organisation name 
	Example – organisation name 

	
	How does example qualify?
	How does example qualify?

	Tertiary Sector
	Example – organisation name 
	Example – organisation name 

	
	How does example qualify?
	How does example qualify?


Activity 2
Develop your magazine article to:

· describe how the sizes of the sectors are measured; 

· explain the various areas of growth or decline in all three classification of business activity in the UK; 
· give reasons for such changes.
· include data and graphs that shows the changes in sizes of the sectors in UK (see data in Table B below) and explain the reasons for the trends you see.   
Table B 
	Year
	Primary
	Secondary
	Tertiary

	1700
	90%
	8%
	3%

	1750
	80%
	18%
	3%

	1800
	57%
	38%
	7%

	1850
	35%
	55%
	10%

	1900
	25%
	65%
	12%

	1950
	18%
	60%
	22%

	2000
	10%
	15%
	75%

	2050
	7%
	10%
	88%


Enter the above UK employment information into Excel and manipulate into line charts.  Copy this graph into your article. [M2]
Assessment criteria:

Pass 3: Explain how businesses are classified using local and national examples
Merit 2: Compare areas of growth or decline in the primary, secondary and tertiary classifications of business activities

Task Three:
ROLE OF GOVERNMENT IN THE BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT
Start date: tbd 





Submission: tbd
Further to your earlier work, you are now required to add a further article to the Business Studies Magazine which will help the students understand how the Government and helps to create the business environment that your local and national businesses work in.
Activity 1
Write a short section on explaining what is meant by the business environment. 
Outline the role of local, central and European government in creating the business environment by investigating the following:
a. incentives to business

b. developmental policies

c. economic tools (interest rates, inflation)

d. Trends in employment, income and Gross domestic product
e. Legal framework that the government has put in place
 [P4]
Activity 2
Thinking about the LOCAL businesses that you have chosen, explain the characteristics of the local business environment that these business trade in i.e. range and types of businesses and their impact on the local community. 

a. The decline of primary and secondary industries; growth of tertiary service industries – why has the government encouraged this?
[P5]
Activity 3
Thinking about one business (e.g. supermarket), evaluate how they have responded to changes in the business climate.  You should offer your own opinions as to what brought on these changes. [D1]
Assessment criteria:

Pass 4: Outline the role of the government in creating the business climate
Distinction 1: Evaluate how a business organisation has responded to changes in the business environment
(CNW)
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